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REMARKS 



Applicant thanks the Examiner for the indication of allowable subject matter in 
Claims 1 - 7 and 16. Without conceding the propriety of the Examiner's position, and solely 
to expedite prosecution, claim 14 has been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer 

In regard to Examiner's rejection of claim 17, Applicants submit that the Sakashita 
reference (U.S. Patent No. 4,466,01 9) fails to teach or suggest what the Examiner has imbued 
the reference with teaching. More specifically, in the last Office Action, Examiner stated that 
the Sakashita reference discloses "a plurality of positioning recesses 7 formed at the first part 
[and] a plurality of positioning protrusions 15 that are formed at the second part." (See 
Figure 2 of the Sakashita reference). 

Applicants respectfully refute Examiner's characterization of this prior art reference. 
Sakashita is directed to providing a lens apparatus having a provision for internal electrical 
connection between the lens and the camera body. (See Column 1, lines 30 - 33). 
Accordingly, electrical contact terminals 7 and 15 are provided respectively on the lens and 
the camera body to facilitate electrical contact. Accordingly, these elements are not 
positioning protrusions / recesses as claimed. Rather, as taught in Figure 2 and Column 2, 
lines 61 - 65, the lens and camera body each contain only a single positioning protrusion / 
recess 6a / 13a. Hie contact terminals 7 and 15 cannot possibly correspond to the claimed 
positioning protrusions and recesses for this reason alone. Furthermore, the terminals 7 and 
15 are not selectively engageable but rather are connected to each other and are mutually 

fixed in order to provide the appropriate electrical connection. The cited structure therefore 

6 



PAGE SB • RCVD AT 7/23/2005 5:53:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 » DNIS:2738300 * CSID:1 312 704 8023 * DURATION <mm-ss):03-18 



FROM TREXLER ETAL. 



(THU) 7. 28" 05 16:51/ST. 16:49/NO. 4860347874 P 9 



Appl. No. 09/928,680 
Amdt. Dated July 28, 2005 

Response to Final Office Action of April 26, 2005 



cannot possibly correspond to applicants claimed structure in this rejection is therefore 
improper. 

In light of the foregoing at least for this reason alone, Applicants respectfully request 
Examiner withdraw his rejection of claim 17 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and place this claim in 
condition for allowance. 

Yet another independent deficiency of the Examiner's rejection is that the portion 14 
can only be fitted into the portion 11 . The elements 1 1 and 14 in the cited reference are not 
threaded and cannot possibly be considered the claimed first and second threaded portions as 
asserted by the Examiner. Each of these independent grounds confirm the impropriety of the 
Examiner's rejection. Moreover, the cited reference, when considered in light of any of the 
other remaining references of record, fail to teach or suggest the presently claimed invention. 

Accordingly, in light of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests allowance of 
all remaining claims. 



Date: 
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